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Engineers'  reports  for 
waterworks 


As  specified  in  the 
Drinking  Waler 
Protection  Regulation, 
owners  of  municipal 
waterworl(s  must 
submit  reports  to  the 
M/n/sfry  of  the 
Environment  to 
enable  their  certifi- 
cates of  approval  to 
be  updated. 


The  new  Drinking  Water  Protection  Regulation 
will  require  that  municipalities,  the  Ontario 
Clean  Water  Agency  (OCWA)  and  owners  of 
waterworks  supplying  water  to  municipalities 
engage  a  professional  engineer  to  prepare  a 
report  for  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment.  This 
report  must  be  submitted  to  the  ministry  within 
deadlines  specified  in  the  MOE  publication  enti- 
tled "Drinking  Water  Submission  Dates  for  First 
Engineers'  Report,"  dated  August  2000,  available 
on  the  ministry's  Web  site. 

The  engineer's  report  must  follow  the  terms  of 
reference  prepared  by  the  ministry,  and  must 
include  recommendations  on  improvements  to 
operational  and  physical  works.  Every  municipal 
water  system  must  have  a  certificate  of  approval 
(C  of  A)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  the 
Environment,  and  must  submit  an  engineer's 
report  prior  to  the  scheduled  date  and  within  a 
three-year  period  thereafter. 

Who  is  affected? 

Municipalities 

The  Ontario  Clean  Water  Agency  (OCWA) 

Owners  of  waterworks  supplying  water  to 
municipalities 

What  are  the  specific  requirements  for 
an  engineer's  waterworks  report? 

The  engineer's  report  must  include: 

•  a  description  of  the  waterworks 

•  a  compilation  of  certificates  of  approval  for 
the  works  available  within  the  municipality 


•  an  assessment  of  the  potential  for  microbio- 
logical contamination 

•  a  characterization  of  the  raw  water  supply 
source 

•  an  assessment  of  operational  procedures  and 
recommendations 

•  an  assessment  of  existing  physical  works  and 
recommendations 

•  recommendations  for  a  monitoring  regime  for 
the  entire  waterworks  system  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  the  Ontario  Drinking  Water 
Standards  and  the  Drinking  Water  Protection 
Regulation. 

The  report  must  be  submitted  to  the  director 

within  the  ministry's  Environmental  Assessment 
and  Approvals  Branch  and  must  be  prepared  to 
his/her  satisfaction. 

What  will  the  ministry  do  with  the 
engineer's  report? 

The  ministry  will  review  the  reports  submitted 
including  the  recommendations  prepared  by  the 
Engineer.  Once  reviewed,  a  new  consolidated  C  of  A 
will  be  issued  for  the  waterworks  which  supply,  treat 
and  store  drinking  water.  The  new  consolidated 
Certificate  of  Approval  will  also  incorporate  a  set  of 
Terms  and  Conditions  which  must  be  complied  with 
by  the  municipality  (or  OCWA  or  other  owner) 
which  will  apply  to  the  entire  waterworks,  including 
the  distribution  system. 
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The  Terms  and  Conditions  will  require  compli- 
ance with  the  new  Ontario  Drinking  Water 
Standards  and  the  new  Drinking  Water 
Protection  Regulation  as  well  as  comply  with 
other  matters  relating  to  performance,  monitor- 
ing and  recording,  operations  &  maintenance 
and  reporting  which  may  be  required.  Where 
appropriate,  some  of  the  report  recommendations 
may  be  incorporated  into  the  C  of  A  at  this  time. 

The  MOE  Director  may  also  require  the  municipal- 
ity to  undertake  any  necessary  physical  upgrades 
to  the  waterworks.  This  could  be  required  though 
an  order  issued  to  the  owner  of  the  works. 

What  if  I  don't  agree  with  what  the 
order  tells  me  to  do? 

Under  the  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act,  you 
have  the  right  to  appeal  an  order  to  the 
Environmental  Appeal  Board. 

What  about  other  reports  that  must  be 
prepared  within  a  three-year  period? 

The  regulation  requires  that  subsequent  reports 
be  submitted  within  a  three-year  period  of  prior 
reports,  approvals  issued,  or  as  may  be  provided 
in  conditions  of  an  approval.  The  regulation 
should  be  consulted  for  details. 

Will  we  use  the  same  terms  of  reference 
for  these  reports? 

The  terms  of  reference  for  future  reports  will  be 
prepared  by  the  ministry.  They  will  focus  less  on 
the  baseline  assessment  required  in  the  first 
reports  and  more  on  compliance  with  require- 
ments of  the  existing  C  of  A,  the  Ontario 
Drinking  Water  Standards,  and  the  Drinking 
Water  Protection  Regulation. 

Will  I  still  need  to  apply  for  a  certificate 
of  approval  for  any  new  works  or 
modifications  between  report  periods? 

Yes.  The  current  provisions  of  the  Ontario  Water 
Resources  Act  require  that  an  application  be  sub- 
mitted for  these  works.  In  this  case  the  new 
consolidated  C  of  A  will  be  amended  to  reflect 
the  new  or  modified  works. 


The  terms  of  reference  mentions  the 
"Ten  State  Standards."  Will  we  have  to 
upgrade  all  physical  works  to  comply 
with  these  standards? 

The  full  title  of  the  document  is  Recommended 
Standards  for  Waterworks  (1997).  It  is  issued  by 
the  Great  Lakes-Upper  Mississippi  River  Board  of 
State  and  Provincial  Public  Health  and 
Environmental  Managers.  Ontario  Is  represented 
on  this  board.  The  document  will  be  one  Item, 
In  conjunction  with  other  considerations,  that 
will  be  used  as  a  guideline  by  the  Director 
respecting  the  need  or  upgrades  which  may  be 
required  for  the  waterworks. 

This  document  will  be  used  as  a  guideline  for 
future  decisions  by  the  Director  respecting  the 
need  for  upgrades  which  may  be  required  for 
the  waterworks. 

The  standards  are  available  through  Health 
Education  Services,  PO  Box  7126,  Albany,  New  York 
12224.  Tel:  (518)  439-7286.  Web  site:  www.hes.org. 

How  will  the  chlorination  procedures 
(Chlorination  of  Potable  water  sup 
plies  in  Ontario  is  referenced  in  the 
new  Ontario  Drinking  Water  Standards 
Document  issued  August,  2000) 
be  used  in  your  decision  making? 

These  procedures  represent  current,  state-of-the- 
art  science  and  engineering  on  adequate 
disinfection  for  water  supplies.  When  the  Engineer's 
Report  or  an  application  for  a  certificate  of 
approval  is  being  reviewed  for  existing  or  new 
waterworks,  these  procedures  will  be  used  to 
review  the  waterworks  for  an  appropriate  level  of 
disinfection. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Environmental  Assessment  and  Approvals  Branch 
Ministry  of  the  Environment 
14th  floor,  2  St.  Clair  Avenue  West 
Toronto  ON   M4V  1  LS 

Tel:  416-314-8001 
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There  are  ten  other  "technical  briefs"  that  discuss 
requirements  of  the  new  regulation.  They  can  be 
found  on  the  ministry's  Web  site  at 
www.ene.gov.on.ca. 

•  Ontario  Drinking  Water  Standards  (ODWS) 

•  New  sampling  requirements  for  waterworks 

•  Water  sampling  and  testing  for  microbiologi- 
cal parameters 

•  Licensing  of  staff  conducting  analytical  tests  at 
waterworks 

•  Laboratory  accreditation  requirements 

•  Minimum  treatment  requirements 

•  Adverse  drinking  water  quality  -  corrective 
actions 

•  Notification  requirements 

•  Posting  a  public  notice 

•  Waterworks  quarterly  reports  for  consumers 

For  additional  copies  contact: 

Public  Information  Centre 
Ministry  of  the  Environment 
1 35  St.  Clair  Avenue  West 
Toronto  ON  M4V  1  P5 

Tel:  (416)  325-4000 

or  toll  free  at  1-800-565-4923 

Fax:  (416)  325-3159 
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